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Instruments:

5 Violins

4 Violas

3 Cellos

Duration: ca. 13'

Significant separation of the trio (Vln. 1, Vla. 1, Vc. 1) and the rest of the ensemble should be provided. 

In terms of sound, the audience should primarily perceive the difference between the two groups 

as "close" (focused) vs. "distant" (blurry) rather than "few" (i.e. softer) vs. "many" (i.e. louder).

In other words, the overall sound volume of the two groups should be felt by the audience as just equal

(especially in ffff ), and this should first and foremost be achieved by appropriate positioning of the musicians.



Please make sure:

Notes marked  ffff  are very loud indeed, but they are played without any "expressive intent": 

no initial accent, no diminuendo at the end of the note (hard edge – don't lift the bow immediately); 

as uniform, stable sound as possible.

Slurred notes marked  pppp  start and end exactly at the barline.

The difference between  ffff   and  pppp  must be kept absolutely radical throughout, the latter hitting the verge

of audibility. Nevertheless, all beginning and endings of  pppp  notes must be well defined from the performers

(no trace of dal niente / al niente playing).

No vibrato throughout, or with subtle vibrato on  pppp  notes.

Although bowing is given, the perceivable difference between upbows and downbows should 

always be kept to the minimum.
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