Petr Bakla

STATEMENTS?

for soprano, flute, trumpet,
trombone, violoncello, percussion and piano

2011
durata ca. 11 min.

commissioned by the Musik-Akademie der Stadt Basel

SCORE

bakla@volny.cz
+420 724 150 109






ENSEMBLE:

(7 musicians)

Soprano

Flute (also piccolo, bass flute)
Trumpet in C

Trombone

Violoncello

Piano

Percussion

Marimba (Mar.), range from

23"
hll O3
Z

r=Y

Set of gongs (Gng.), chromatic range

12

23
il O3
i &

Glockenspiel (Glck.)
(15)

)

P4

=

Iy

fan
AN 74

e/

Loy

ol

TEXT:

Is every piece of music essentially repetitive?

Or is it simply easier to write music that is iterative one way or another?

What would music of today be like if there was no engraving software on hand?
Is re-using other people’s music inferior to inventing your own material?

Is inventing your own material re-using without admitting it?

Do pieces of notated music inherently get crippled when writing music is so laborious?
Could you compose as, for instance, Basquiat painted?

Would you need a computer to do that?

Is sound analysis for composers the same thing as postcards for Sunday painters?
Have you ever realized that the harmonic series is quite ugly?

Have you ever found it in nature?

Does a bell sound better when its sound is made by an orchestra?

Does Gerhard Richter paint on Sundays?

Does a lot of sul ponticello help anything?

Or tremolo?

Or writing harmonics where there are no harmonics?

If you use lots of breathing sounds, will the audience think you are a humanist?
Are imitators always more emotional than inventors?

Is music notes going up and down?

Is working with “sounds” antiquated?

Could setting Rilke instead have worked better?

Are extended playing techniques just ways of upgrading the expressionist style?
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mf ——————
138
— ~ cup mute L ]
Ton.  E=F = = = = : = :
7
mf’ — f —— —ff
138 "2 e B e
o) -
Vic. 7 % % b=
f —
138 Throughout: non vibrato, expressionless, detached; quasi legato while making sure the text is understandable
4 o pocof . L
Sop. L = = = - = — . 7 b . : > . —F
' ) L feo 7 1 = 7 o '
\Qj’ |
Is eve - 1y piece of mu - sic es) - se - ntia - |y
13% ~ Mar. bg I_b
’J\' - - — ) y 3 7] ] T : e & L
!fﬁ = PN i [y 4 ] hd . o/ i
\Q)V / '/ v [
Perc medium mallets medium mallets for both J —
L s~ ~ Gng. o~
) o T
hdl O - y 2 | (7] - - - L [ 7] y 2
V4 PN OIJ 'IR i PN
PP —— mp
mf* > >
138 ‘Fﬁ_o_
f o) 5 1L 5 ﬁ T, y——5—— b L n ' > n
p” A 5)_: (7] o] ] ol o) |
Y 4 - - - o/ | [ 7] -] [ 7] | hal (7]
[ fan Y = e ) i ! L [ o/
ANIV4 [ = - T o) o] o] /
) 4 fl i m # #
Pno. mp e -
LQ ~ sempre . 5 5
A o] 0 5)_
I O - y 3 o 7] - ;
V.4 PN [ | o/ =d ) ! ] ) L
T — : % =, fo—r a C h—
.‘. —1
rpp T **) 4 fe
una corda tre corde

*)  Allowing sufficient presence of the other instruments, but not entirely in the background.
**)  Somewhat control clarity of sound by smoothly, imperceptibly (half-)changing the pedal, making sure, however,
that there is always rich enough, uninterrupted flow of resonance.
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